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S=SEOIR\VVANG=N Laughter of 600 years:
Mansai Nomura Kyogen Lecture & Demonstration

For the first time in Malaysia, the Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur (JFKL) together with the Embassy of Japan in Malaysia
presented Laughter of 600 years: Mansai Nomura Kyogen Lecture and Demonstration. This performance was held in
conjunction with the “30th Anniversary of the Look East Policy”. Tickets were sold out days before the show for 400 seats.
It was privilege to host this traditional art-form of Japanese comedy theatre for this exclusive one night only live show by
the renowned Kyogen actor Mansai Nomura. This performance was made possible by the generous sponsorship of
Nomura Securities Malaysia.

Joining us for the night was students from ASWARA, UiTM, UM and UPSI majoring in theatre and performing arts. They
were invited on-stage to perform along with Mansai Nomura as he demonstrated the various techniques that were used in
Kyogen performance. After the lecture and demonstration was the highlight of the night, performance of “Busu”, which
brought much laughter to the full audience.
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Performance Detail

Lecture and Workshop with audience by Mansai Nomura

Performance of Kyogen "BUSU" (In Japanese with English synopsis)

Date & Time : 3rd December 2012 (Monday), 8.30pm

Venue : Dewan Tunku Abdul Rahman, Malaysia Tourism Centre (MaTiC) (109, Jalan Ampang, 50450, Kuala Lumpur)
Admission : RM20 for Adults, RM10 for Students and JFKL Members
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Performers of "Laughter of 600 Years"

Actors Profiles: MANSA' NOM URA
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Born in 1966, Mansai Nomura Il studied under his father Mansaku Il and his late grandfather

Manzo VI (both Living National Treasure). He made his stage debut at the age 3. His stages go
far beyond that of traditional Kyogen and Noh actors’— he also plays the title roles of such Greek
tragedies or Shakespearean plays as Oedipus directed by Yukio Ninagawa, Hamlet directed by
Jonathan Kent. He also starred in such a hit Japanese movie as Ran by Akira Kurosawa and
Onmyoji by Yohjiro Takita.

Beside his exuberant acting career, he is committed to direct plays that merge the classics and
the contemporary, east and west, and his talent is always attracting attentions from public and
critics. Beside The Kyogen of Errors that toured to London Globe Theatre in 2002 and the U.S.
in 2005 and 2008, his directing credits include Macbeth, Kuni-nusu-bito (from Richard Ill), Yabu
no Naka (In a Thicket), Kagamikaja (Mirror Servant), Atsushi (from the late Atsushi Nakajima’s
Sangestsuki and Meijinden) which brought him Asahi Performing Arts Award and Kinokuniya Theatre Award 2005 for his direction and
composition. He has received National Arts Festival New Artist Award, and The Ministry of Education’s Art Encouragement Prize for New
Artists. He is Holder of the Important Intangible Cultural Property: Nohgaku. He has been the Artistic Director of Setagaya Public Theatre
since 2002. He most recently starred in The Floating Castle (Nobou No Shiro), a film directed by Isshin Inudo and was released on Novem-
ber 2nd in Japan to high praise.

HIROHARU FUKATA KAZUNORI TAKANO
RS 2EE

Mr Fukata was born in 1967 while Mr Takano was born in 1972. They both
studied under Mansaku Nomura. They completed the 4th Nogaku
Sanyaku training at the Noh Theatre and are members of the Nohgaku
Performers Association. They belong to the “Kyogen Zazanza”, the youth
study under Master Mansaku. They have already performed such pieces
as “Nasunoyoichi no kataru,” “Sanbaso,” and “Tsurigitsune”, and are
active performers of “Mansaku-no-Kai Kyogen Company”




EXHIBITION TOHOKU - Through the Eyes of Japanese Photographers
(Penang)
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This November, we will bring another exhibition to Malaysia. The great earthquake that assaulted Japan on 11th March, 2011 devastated
the Tohoku region. Everyone has vivid memories of the riveting photo and video images that were quickly broadcast around the world by
the mass media, and we also remember how they were quickly answered by waves of sympathy and support for recovery effort. This
exhibition of photographers of Tohoku does not attempt to document the damage or recovery but instead uses photography to show the
natural and cultural environment of Tohoku along with its people and their way of life. 122 works by 10 artist/ artists taken between 1940’s
to 2010’s will introduce you Tohoku'’s rich culture, heritage and beautiful nature.

This exhibition is organized by The Japan Foundation, co-organized by Galeri Shah Alam (Yayasan Seni Selangor), Muzium & Galeri Tuanku
Fauziah Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), and Embassy of Japan in Malaysia, in cooperation with Consulate-General of Japan in Penang.
Documentary and animation videos on Tohoku will be screened at the venues co-organized by NHK Enterprise. The exhibition in Selangor
was held at “Galeri Shah Alam” from 2nd November until 28th November. For those who missed this exhibition in Selangor can join us at
Penang! In addition to that there will be talks by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chong Hon Yew. Below are the details of the exhibition in Penang:

Muzium & Galeri Tuanku Fauziah, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)

Date : 7th December-5th January 2013 For more details please check here:
Time : 9.00am-6.00pm (Open every Mon-Sat only) http://mgtfusmpenang.blogspot.com/ or
Venue : Muzium & Galeri Tuanku Fauziah, Universiti Sains Malaysia, The Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur

11800 USM Penang. http://www.jfkl.org.my/events/event_body.php?id=278
Related Events Special Screening
Talks by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chong hon Yew There will be special screening of related documentaries.
School of Physics, USM (Advisor to USM Astronomy Club) For more details, please visit our website.
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YAMAZAKURA- TheCherryTreelnthe Hills Departures In Blntulu
Our friends in Bintulu, our film screenings are finally Dates : 15th & 16th December 2012
coming to your city! Don't miss this opportunity!! Ve 8N G EH L 2 I
Screening titles: "Q,
"YAMAZAKURA ~The Cherry Tree in the Hills~" ( SHINOHARA Tetsuo/ 2007/ 99min), QQ‘
"Departures" (TAKITA Yojiro/ 2008/ 146min),
"Happy Flight" (YAGUCHI Shinobu/ 2008/ 103min), For more info and screening schedule please visit

"Twilight Samurai" ( YAMADA Yoji/ 2002/ 129min) our website at www.jfkl.org.my or call JFKL at 03-22846228 for more details.



Public Lectures on Japanese Studies PUBLIC
REVISITING JAPANESE FOOD =
CONSUMPTION PATTERN

Public Lecture by Dr. Alias Bin Abdullah

Japan Foundatio Kuala Lumpur (JFKL), together with Malaysian Association of Japanese Studies, Department of East Asian Studies
University of Malaya are proud to present public lecture on Japanese Studies. This lecture series is held several times annualy to share the
knowledge of established and young reserchers who is dedicated to understand Japan, its culture and society. Through this lecture series
we aim to foster mutual understandings between Japan and Malaysia, as well as introducing the effort of Japan Studies to public.

Lecturer : Dr. Alias Bin Abdullah For further inquiries, please contact:
Date : 18TH DECEMBER 2012, THURSDAY 03-2284 6228 (The Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur)
Time :10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON 03-7967 5631 (FASS, UM)
Venue : DEWAN KULIAH B
Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences,
University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur
Admission: FREE-open to public

Dr. Alias Bin Abdullah has recently been appointed as the Head of East Asian Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at University of
Malaya, Kuala Lumpur. Born in 1975, Dr. Alias Abdullah received his Diploma in Business Administration from MARA Community College
in 1995; Bachelor’s in Personnel and Industrial Relations from Saint Louis University, USA in 1997; Master’s in Agriculture Economic
Information Management in 2006, and PhD in BioProduction Science in 2012, both from Tottori University, Japan.

Dr. Alias began his career as a lecturer at various institutions and a Japanese company in Japan before he came back to Malaysia and
joined the University of Malaya in 2006. Education has always been very close to his heart and since then, he has esrved as a lecturer and
without turning back, he has gained valuable and extensive experience in leadership and management.

As an author and co-author, he has published numerous books and articles in various journals, and his publications include;

* World Rice Demand Towards 2050: Impact of Decreasing Demand of Per Capita Rice Consumption for China and India, Japan and East
Asian Regionalism, University of Malaya (2007)

* Japanese Household Demand for Fresh Fruits, 1991-2006 - Based on Cities With Prefecture Government and Highly Populated Cities,
Japanese Journal of Farm Management (2009)

* Tropical Fresh Fruits Demand Elasticity in Malaysia, Journal of Rural Economics, Agriculture Economic Society of Japan (2010)

* Japanese Fruits Consumption Pattern, 1973-1992 and 1992-2008, Trends in Agriculture Journal, 2011

* Japanese Halal Food Production in Malaysia: A Prospective Survey, International Journal of East Asian Studies (2011/2012),

Jointly organized:
- ﬂﬂ*nh UNIVERSITI
MALAYA
JAPANFOUNDATION """‘"“-wwu' tagarese Soers

Japanese Language New Intake

LANGU AGE Good news! We will be having a new intake for Advanced 2 in January 2013. For those who have the
proficiency of JLPT level N1 or its equivalent now is your chance to enrol into Advanced 2 (B2-2 Level)
class! It’s limited to 16 people only, so register with us now. Please check with the below for more details.

General Course January 2013 intake

Courses

How to apply
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Library: What’s New!!
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Japanese Language Studies
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Where Are the Sunflower

Comic books

[Pandora hearts. Vol. 8] /by Mochizuki Jun. New York : Sukaea Enikkusu, 2012. Library Call No. 726.1
[Pandora hearts. Vol. 9]/by Mochizuki Jun. New York : Sukiea Enikkusu, 2012. Library Call No. 726.1
[Pokemon vol.7)/ story and arts by Shigekatsu lhara. San Francisco: VIZ Media,2010. Library Call No. 726.1
[Pokemon vol.8]/story and arts by Shigekatsu lhara. San Francisco : VIZ Media,2010. Library Call No. 726.1

Arts and Culture

[Kumamoto artpolis : architecture through communication] /by The Japan Foundation Tokyo. Tokyo : The Japan Foundation ,
2008. Library Call No. 720.952 KUM

Novel

[Red demon] / by Hideki Noda ; translation and adaptation by Roger Pulvers ; British adaptation by Hideki Noda and Matt Wilkinson.
LLondon : Oberon Books, 2003. Library Call No.899.92 NOD

[Where are the sunflowers? : a media celebrity's depiction of her tragic encounters with anti-Korean and anti-Buraku
prejudice in Japan] / by Kurihara Miwako ; translated by Alastair A. MclLauchlan. Portland, ME: Distributed bythe University of Hawai'i
Press, 2012. Library Call No. 895.635 MIW

[Women adrift : the literature of Japan's imperial body] / by Noriko J. Horiguchi. Minneapolis : University of Minnesota Press, 2012.
Library Call No. 895.60992 HOR

[A wild Haruki chase : reading Murakami around the world] / compiled and translated by the Japan Foundation. Berkeley, Calif. :
Stone Bridge ,2008. Library Call No. 895.635 JAD

General Reading and Studies

[Transaction of the International Conference of Eastern Studies (NO LVI 2011)]. Tokyo: The Toho Gakkai , 2012.

Llbrary Call No. R TICES

[Maximum Embodiment:Yoga , the western painting of Japan 1912-1955]/ by Bert Winther-Tamaki. Honolulu : University of Hawaii
Press, 2012. 759.952 WIN

[The first fifty-five years of the International House of Japan : genesis, evolution, challenges, and renewal]/by Kato Mikio.
Tokyo : I-House Press, 2012. Library Call No. 388 MIK

Japanese Deserts and sweets

[Wagashi]/ by Kazuya Takaoka, Musuo Takahashi and Hiroshi Yoda. Tokyo : P.I.E BOOKS , 2003. Library Call No. 596.65 WAG

Arts

[Graphic Design in Japan 2010}/ Tokyo : Japan Graphic Designers Association , 2012. Library Call No.659.1323 GRA
[Graphic Design in Japan 2012}/ Tokyo : Japan Graphic Designers Association , 2012. Library Call No.659.1323 GRA
[Fukusa : Japanese Gift Covers]/ by Akihiko Takemura. Tokyo : lwasaki Bijutu-sha, 1991. Library Call No. 746.9 TAK

Notice From The Library

Please be informed that the JFKL Library will be closed on these following dates: -

o3rd to 31st December 2012 for Library Stocktaking o 1st January 2013 Malaysia Public Holiday

o25th December 2012 Christmas e2nd January 2013 for Japanese New year Holiday.

e Due to up coming Library Stocktaking, circulations (borrowing) are allowed until 20th November 2012 and the period of borrowing is 2 weeks.
1st December (Saturday) all items must be returned to library.

© During the Stocktaking Closing, members who wish to return their borrowing materials may do so through the “Book Drop Box” in front of JFKL main entrance.

® The Library will re-open on 3rd January 2013 (Thursday).

For further inquiries or any assistance please call the JFKL Library at 03-22846228 ext 401/402 / 403.
(We are very regretful for this short notice and for any inconvenience caused) Thank You.



Report: Sok-Ryu-Teki-Ha Traditional / Contemporary Music
Performance by ISSO Group

By Ms. Mio Yachita (Head of Cultural Affairs Department)

Both 2 day show was full in KL
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ISSO playing 5 recorders during the show ISSO had brout many flutes A student joined the band as voice percussion in Penang

The show started with the traditional tune with just one flute, which mesmerized the audience by the whistle like a well-sharpened knife.
From 22nd to 29th October, The Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur has invited the Isso Yukihiro who was born into a family of professional
Traditional Noh Flute players for 15 generation. Although he carries tradition of Noh music for 400 years, the effort of going beyond the
traditional music made him successful contemporary musician and composer. He have been collaborating with numerous musicians and
artists in Jazz, classic, experimental music and performance such as butoh dance.

It was the first time for him to perform in Malaysia. He and another two leading musicians Hiroshi Yoshino (contrabass) and Junichi Takagi
(quitar) flew together all the way from Japan and arrived at Penang for a special workshop and lectures on 24th. Students from SMK Bukit
Jambul, music students and public who join the USM Workshop witnessed his deep insight of the music, especially when he switches on
and off from several kinds of traditional flutes to 20 other different flutes from all over the world, playing the songs of his own composition.
He even entertained the audience by playing 5 recorders at one time. On the next day, they prepared themselves for the performance at
Performing Arts Center of Penang (penangpac). He performed 6 of his pieces, Sok-Ryu-Teki-Ha, Rasoratonbi, Isso’s Gigue, Whnitokage,
Okayu Neri, Dengaku Genso with very traditional tune called IKKAN at the opening, with sharp sound descripting the scene of the lions
dance. The performance ended with big applause from the audiences.

From Penang, they travelled to Kuala Lumpur to perform for two days on 27th and 28th October 2012. During this two day, there’s a
special appearance opening act of “Melodius Opernadi world music ensemble” as an inaugural Malaysia chapter. The young Malaysian
musicians even brought collaboration performance with ISSO’s improvisation at the end of the second day.

Isso Yukihiro and his group not only brought his traditional and contemporary music world of him to the audience but also shared his
exclusive experience what it is to be a musician, to be a successor of long tradition yet to be an innovator which influences both
traditional/contemporary music.




REPORT

Report: The Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur Visit Programme
(SBPI Jempol, Negeri Sembilan) 1st November 2012

Our JFKL Visit Programme is back! This time a group of energetic students from SBPI Jempol, Negeri Sembilan has partici-
pated in it. A total of 43 students accompanied by 2 teachers were here to experience, learn and enjoy the Japanese
culture and language.

The Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur prepared a total of four activities. The programme started off with an Origami session
whereby students were taught how to fold an Origami Jumping Frog. This was followed up by a Japanese language
session which got all the students hyped up due to an internal Bingo competition. The lucky winners were each presented
with an Erin writing notepad.

The Japanese Etiquette session on the other hand equipped students with skills of proper manners in a Tatami room.
Students were given a chance to learn and practise the Japanese ways of greeting, seating, and bowing. The programme
ended with a library tour whereby students were given a chance to be exposed to different genres of Japanese related
resources.

Although two hours seems rather short, we are glad that the students enjoyed and learned from the activities offered
through this programme.
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A new media playground for the future, embedded with
speakers, microphones and reactive LED lights

Collecting data of various textures using digital
devices and processing them afterwards.

Projected animation of Glitch Ground

For the first part of my residency, | was hosted by the Yamaguchi
Center for Arts & Media(YCAM) in Yamaguchi-shi, about 900km
west of Tokyo. There | worked as an intern with the education team,
headed by Daiya Aida, documenting and updating their blog on
their week long workshops at YCAM. Despite not understanding a
word of Japanese, | stil managed to write a report for each
workshop thanks to their very helpful diagrams (and also a lot of
guessing.). Just witnessing the workshops were amazing; the
complexity of their technology and yet being able to use it effectively
as a teaching tool for children.

Some of the workshops that blew my mind were Eye2eye; a
workshop on tracking the movements of your eye to replace mouse
controls, Haptic Workshop; recording textures as data and then
replaying and processing it into becoming other textures, Walking
Around Sound; teaching the mechanics of surround sound using
wireless speakers and an audio sequencer.

During my one month in YCAM, | managed to catch a few amazing
exhibitions, one of them being Glitch Ground. Curated by the
Education team, they designed a playground for the future right
inside YCAM. This playground which looked like a typical skate
park, has built in surround speakers, microphones and LED lights
that react to the participants movements and sounds.

For my final presentation at YCAM, | worked with one of the
programmers at Interlab, Satoshi Hama and Soichiro Mihara to
create a 5 minute wayang kulit performance with color tracking and

Presentation at IDPW on the culture of eating rice
with hands in Malaysia.

Vo

Eye tracking software and hardware that rep\acés the
functions of the mouse with the movements of your eyeball.

Behind the scene during rehearsals
for wayang kadbod performance

Performing live visuals with animator, Chikara Matsumoto and
musician Hiroshi Honda at ARCUS Radio Project.
projection. This performance told the story of my stay in Yamaguchi,

using puppetry, 2D animation , MAX/MSP and good ol’ voice overs.

I had a chance to visit IDPW in Fukuoka for day, a new media art
space operated by Exonemo, a Japanese new media group. |
presented some of my works and also a special presentation on the
culture of eating with hands in Malaysia.

For my 2nd part of the residency, | stayed in Kyoto for a week, doing
research on several UNESCO heritage sites and traditional
Japanese performances like Kabuki and Takigi Noh. The contrast
between the high technology of YCAM and the ultra traditional
Kyoto, could not have been any more glaring. Finally my last few
weeks were spent in Tokyo, researching on new media practitioners
and spaces. | met a few new media artists, discussing their projects
and the current new media scene in Tokyo. With the help of Japan
Foundation Tokyo, a small collaborative performance between two
Japanese artists(Chikara Matsumoto and Hiroshi Honda) and
myself was held at ARCUS Project, Ibaraki just outside of Tokyo.
This improvised performance incorporated OHP visuals, stop
motion, puppetry and live music.

My two months in Japan under the JENESYS Creators Program
was nothing short of eye opening ,jaw dropping and saliva dripping.
It has inspired me and my work greatly and helped open doors for
more cross collaborations between Malaysia and Japan in the field
of new media.



Report: Study tour of Community Art Project by Asahi Art Festival
"Building Network- Mayalsia and Japan Art Projects in Community"
By Ms. Mio Yachita (Head of Cultural Affairs Department)

Visit to Arts-Ed in Penang

On 7th to 11th November 2012, 8 people from Asahi Art Festival
(AAF) toured Kuala Lumpur and Penang for research tour of
Community Art Projects. Member was consisted AAF coordinator,
founder, freelance art administrator, and 4 representative of
community art projects in Japan.

Asahi Art Festival (AAF) is a series of art festivals held in
cooperation with nationwide local citizen groups, art-related
nonprofit organizations, Asahi Breweries Ltd. and others. Under
AAF, art projects planned and run on the initiative of citizens, get
together and connected to bring out local charms and restructure
local communities, with looking toward the future.

Visit to Krash Pad at Chow Kit

-

City Tour in Cnatow by Rakan KL

During the 5 days of their stay, they have visited Five Arts Centre,
#Better KL, CAIS Project (Contemporary Art in School), Rumah Air
Panas, Arts-Ed, George Town Festival, KLPac and penangpac,
Rakan KL, Mydance alliance, Petaling Street Community Art
Project (PSCAP) and Projek Rumah Ibadat Kita among others.

On 10th November, they had Open Public Talk to share their
experience and knowledge of over decade networking all over the
Japan with about 50 participants at the Annexe Gallery in KL. We
have shared the case study and discussed how this international
networking can lead to the future.




Report: Japanese Film Festival 2012 19th July-22nd July 2012

The 9th Japanese Film Festival has ended with great success!! We'd like to thank all who has worked for or helped
organizing the festival.

We are very amazed to know the result of stamp rally. 474 people have watched more than 3 tiles and 98 people have
watched more than 8 titles during the festivall Even more surprisingly, 25 people have watched all the 12 titles!! Thank you
very much for spending your weekend with us! It is really wonderful to see familiar faces at the festival every year.

Your comments on the questionnaire were greatly appreciated, and we’ll work harder for our next film festival, which will
mark its 10th Anniversary, reflecting your opinions and suggestions.

Thank you again for your wonderful support and see you next September!!
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“TEMAN BARU” is distributed to JFKL members.
JFKL membership is available upon application. Membership fee is RM10 per year.

"Kadomatsu, a Japanese
New Year decoration”

finduson
n www.facebook.com/theJapanFoundationKL
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Mid Valley NORTHPOINT

The Japan Foundation, Kuala Lumpur (JFKL)

18th Floor, Northpoint, Block B, Mid-Valley City, No. 1, Medan Syed Putra, 59200 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: (03) 2284 6228 Fax: (03) 2287 5859

Homepage: http://www.jfkl.org.my E-mail: jpcc@jfkl.org.my
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