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ﬂ#ﬂiTOKITSUMUGI' Exhibition

- The Gram of Strands from Some Moments
An Exhibition of Kinetic Sculptures by Masato Tanaka

The Japan Foundation, Kuala Lumpur and GALER|I PETRONAS proudly present "TOKITSUMUGI - The Grain
of Strands from Some Momenis™ an exhibition of kinetic sculptures by Masato Tanaka from 10 April - 13 May
2007.

Showing for the 1st time ever in Malaysia from 10 April to 13 May 2007, the exhibition presents a unique
display of 12 moving sculptures which combine art and technology to create free movement, dubbed a 'scenic
movement presentation’. GALERI PETRONAS and the Japan Foundation present this unigue exhibition to the
public in celebration of Malaysia's 50th Year of Independence and 50 years of diplomatic relations between
Malaysia and Japan.

Masato Tanaka's kinetic sculptures are made of materials such as steel and motor magnets, which then
hamess elements of nature such as wind and gravity, and even incidental movement by viewers to create an
effect of natural rhythms through a range of graceful movements. The result is a mesmerizing display of
sculptural beauty and graceful animation that exude from these sophisticated 21st century mobiles.

In conjunction with this exciting exhibition, several interesting public programmes have been lined-up for visitors
to the exhibition, such as a special Artist Talk on Saturday, 14 April 2007 from 2pm - 3:30pm and a
'hands-on' workshop to make kinetic sculptures on 12 May 2007, from 10am - 12:30pm. Both programmes
will be held at GALERI PETRONAS and are presented free of charge.

This is definitely an eye-opening exhibition for Malaysians and should not be missed.

] The 4th Japanese Speech Contest for Secondary Schools

Come and show us your support!!!

Ten contestants from secondary schools would vie for the winning title and represent Malaysia in the Japanese
Speech Award in Tokyo while another 2 finalists will be selected for the 'Study Tour to Japan' Award.

This event is organized by The Japan Foundation, Kuala Lumpur, The Japan Club Kuala Lumpur, JACTIM, the
Embassy of Japan in Malaysia and in cooperation with Ministry of Education, Malaysia, sponsored by
Panasonic (M) Sdn Bhd & Kokuyo International (M) Sdn Bhd.

Date : 29 (Sun) April 2007
Time : 1pm
Venue : The Japan Club Kuala Lumpur

For further enquiries, please contact The Japan Foundation, Kuala Lumpur at 03-2161 2104, email to
ipcc@jfkl.org.my or log on to http://www.jfkl.org.my; or GALERI PETRONAS at 03-2051 9150
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§ The 23rd Japanese Speech Contest for Open Category

The much-awaited annual Japanese Speech Contest for Open Category is back with attractive prizes!

This contest is to provide opportunity for Japanese language learners to express their opinions and thoughts in
Japanese; as well as to enhance their understanding on the similarities and differences between the culture of
Japan and Malaysia.

The closing date for entry submission is 9 July 2007.

This event is organized by The Japan Foundation, Kuala Lumpur, The Japan Club Kuala Lumpur, JACTIM, the
Embassy of Japan in Malaysia and in cooperation with Japan Graduate's Association of Malaysia (JAGAM),
sponsored by Panasonic (M) Sdn Bhd & Kokuyo International (M) Sdn Bhd.

Kuala Lumpur Preliminary

Date : 5 (Sun)August 2007

Time : 1pm

Venue : The Japan Club Kuala Lumpur

National Open Category
Date : 26 (Sun) August 2007

Time : 1pm
Venue : The Japan Club Kuala Lumpur

For details and application form,
please log onto www.jfkl.org.my or contact Mr. Nobli / Mr. Honjo at 03 21612304

' JFKL Regional Seminar (Northern)

The JFKL Regional Seminar is held to upgrade teaching methodology for Japanese language among its
teachers across Malaysia and to improve their language proficiency.

These seminars are conducted in 3 regions, namely Northern, East Coastal - Southern and Borneo Regions.
The above seminar is open to all Japanese language teachers registered with JFKL's Japanese Language
Department and admission is free.

For details, log onto www.jfkl.org.my or call Mr. Edward / Mr. Azizul at 03-21612304
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Educational Visit to The Japan Foundation, Kuala Lumpur

The Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur has received a number of visits recently. These visits are not only opened
to Japanese language learners but are also opened to non - Japanese language learners. Activities arranged
for each visits were a fusion of Japanese language and culture as well as a guided tour to JFKL library. Below
are the recent visits we received.

8 February 2007

History and Geography Society, SMK Taman SEA
Activities arranged during SMK Taman SEA's visit:

1. Origami session

2. Japanese crossword puzzle b
3. Guided tour to the Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur library !
4. Animation video on Hiroshima bombing |

14 March 2007

Istimewa Japanese Language Centre, Melaka

Activities arranged during Istimewa Japanese Language Centre, Melaka's visit:

1. Origami session

2. Demonstration on wearing "Yukata', a traditional Japanese costume during summer.
3. Learn Japanese greetings through 'Manga'

4, Guided four to the Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur library

To find out more on "Visit Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur”,
please contact Mr. Azizul at 03 - 21612304
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Library News

English Books

Still Life and Other Stories
[Junzo Shono, translated by Wayne P. Lammers.
Berkeley, California: Stone Bridge Press, 1992]

Library call number: 895.635 SHO

Delicate tales reveal the flow of life in the Japanese, the accidental pleasure and unexplained misfortunes. The
13 stories in this collection by Japanese writer Junzo Shono are linked by the daily life of a husband and wife
and their children. The stories are like the back of a tapestry where threads seem to cross randomly. Births,
weddings, and school activities, a suicide attempt, all occur out of view.

Japanese Cooking: Try it, You'll Love it
[Keiko Hayashi. Tokyo: Shufunotomo Co., 1998]

Library call number: 641.5952 HAY

A comprehensive, color illustrated cookbook of popular Japanese recipes Japanese Cooking: Try it, You'll Love
it, makes use of all season's most plentiful ingredients for preparing delicious meals. Including over 100 recipes,
this comprehensive cookbook brings the most popular meals in Japanese homes to your home.

Kangaroo Notebook
[Kobo Abe, translated by Maryellen Toman Mori.
New York: Alfred A. Knopf., 1996]

Library call number: 895.635 ABE

In the last novel written before his death in 1993, one of Japan's most distinguished novelists give a surreal
vision of Japanese society that manages to be simultaneously fearful and jarringly funny. The narrator of
Kangaroo Notebook wakes on one morning to discover that his legs are growing radish sprouts, an ailment that
repulses his doctor but provides the patient with the unusual ability to snhack on himself. In short order, Kobo
Abe's unraveling protagonist finds himself hurtling in a hospital bed to the very shores of hell. Abe has
assembled a cast of oddities into a coherent novel, one imbued with unexpected meaning. Translated from the
Japanese by Maryellen Toman Mori.

Early Japanese Images
[Terry Bennett. Vermont: Charles E. Tuttle, 1996]

Library call number: 952.025 BEN

Early Japanese Images fells the stories of the adventure of photographers presenting their amazing
photographs for the first time. The works includes some of the most enduring images ever taken in Japan: 1)
the first photo of Emperor Meiji, 2) Edo firemen in their distinctive livery, 3) idyllic views of Mount Fuji and
Nagasaki, and many more. This fascinating book reproduces over 140 images taken between 1853 and 1905
by the most important local and foreign photographers. Almost one-fourth of the images are hand colored and
superb examples of a rich art form long since vanished.
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Introduction to Japanese Architecture
[David and Michiko Young. Singapore: Periplus, 2004]

Library call number: 720.952 YOU (Reference Only)

Introduction to Japanese Architecture provides an overview of Japanese architecture in its historical and cultural
context. It begins with a discussion of prehistoric dwellings and concludes with a description of contemporary
trends in areas as diverse as country inns, underground malls, and love hotels. The intervening 12,000 years
are analyzed in reference to major changes in architecture caused by Buddhist and indigenous influences,
feudalism, and finally the influence of Western culture in the 19th century.

Japanese Books

Fiction
MR e
i '
ffﬁti 3 ‘{t' R
" & rExAEl
Lo de fp b B LA le s

SIEA F XEF K 2005
Library call number: 913.6

Lrdt BEE»  LEEL & L& B L.tb-}*:/: :‘:.A/{/u‘l,vbﬁ
B4 Fn (1926~19804E) DA, KO TE TRI o7=FERAFELN WV /N OB W ET
HLE
T, EOESRTE, EALODEDLR, EFEOLENT, bAHSEROLOR, FEFERTEILIC
BBELEILGLEIES DA

ThHET. BIBEEAE = 8 ELHTT,

HTHE
2 &

H’JFF'CﬁO.ﬂ

WeRthE o ShFoleiled

FRUEKF FOXE F K 2006
Library call number: 913.6

Cwdi{da & & SELEPLLY  H0E E3T5L k4 L BAZS

F EREHEOSTHICAF LT, |M3FHICR B Shi B & BOoZERE AL T, ;kof’o
EaE Ll e Lz d#o
bV IEOBEEL, AURFICEBSELE, 20 h @ik 202 AoBZof=4RE
Ty LhBYy @515 BHTbLE I Lelr i E<ThA

LCRIENEEFEEE X Bt TnEd, E14EF )| B = “é‘ﬂ:uuﬁ:

Literature

f?.b"?_’< oy -
TR Framifl
BREBMELL ZAtEALY ¢

KB £ Vy=—r-SAFvr R #ERHELAF—Fatr
Library call number; 911.08 [Bilingual: Japanese-English]

L & L L;'Jﬁw
BARDNED L& FEC 9 tbzhzt\ EL0EE R I TaRTT,
Dole B U LA A v Rhd AAL HAES L

EH L. fﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%‘ﬁj fD Wf}m)om }:b\oﬁ’/f bADa s AT, drh), AEER R B
Lk
9: ﬁbwu\fﬁsgs@ﬁuxéﬁiﬁ m%wérﬁ%%ﬁ@ﬁbfwi L7, _0)2& ., =07 5100

Wm#ﬁK%kRET@oTWi? AAZET, FLTHESET, Hﬁ@@é@ ZTHLELFEON
DENE RE L THRER D,

"Ogin Her Love and Faith” Saturday, 7 April
Directed by KUMAI Kei, 1978, 113min, Colour

starting 4;30pm

The harbor town of Sakai was governed by a group of rich merchants
including Sen no Rikyu who was Japan's most famed master of tea ceremony.
He was also one of the intellectual leaders of the Hideyoshi regime. Ogin grew
up in Sakai as Rikyu's adopted daughter. Passionate by nature, she falls in
love with a Christian lord, Ukon Takayama, who is married. She dedicates
herself to her desperate love.

"Sen Rikyu" Saturday, 21 April  starting 4:30pm
Directed by KUMAI Kei, 1989, 107min, Colour

Although 27 years have passed since the greatest tea master Sen Rikyu died
on the order of the taikou Hideyoshi, his favourite and last disciple, Hongakuho,
communicates with him daily as if he is still alive. One day, Hongakubo
receives a surprise visit from Lord Oda Urakusai, who has become obsessed
with the reasen Hideyoshi had become so angry with Sen Rikyu nad why
Hideyoshi ordered him to commit ritual suicide.

"The Yamashita Story" Saturday, 5 May starting 4:30pm
Directed by MATSUBAYASHI Shue, 1985, 101min, Colour

A baby boy was born on June 1, 1957 in a small town at the foot of Mt. Aso in
Kumamoto prefecture and was named Yasuhiro. Yasuhiro's grandfather, Taizo,
is determined that the boy be brought up to be strong, healthy, and generous.
Taizo tries hard and Yasuhiro wins the grand prize at the Kumamoto prefecture
baby contest. When he is in fourth grade, Yasuhiro begins taking lessons at
Fujitsubo School of Judo. He makes rapid progress, winning championships on
prefectural level. He continues strenuous daily training and wins the national
championship.

"Lost in the Wilderness" Saturday, 19 May starting 4:30pm
Directed by SATO Jun'ya, 1986, 140min, Colour

UEMURA Naomi comes to Tokye to go to University. He joins a mountaineering
club, but not having the experiences the others do, he is forced to leave the
club. He cannot find a job after graduating from university and becomes a
drop-out of Japanese society. He begins to travel foreign countries with litile
money. He goes to US, then to Chamonix in France where he works and joins
an alpine group of a university. He starts climbing several difficult mountains
such as Mont Blanc and Matterhorn. In May 1978, he becomes the first
Japanese climber, standing on the summit of Mt. Everest to reach the top.
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Theatre Workshop in Kuala Lumpur
(2~4 March 2007)

The Japan Foundation, in collaboration with Kuala Lumpur
Performing Arts Centre (KLPac) organized a theatre workshop
for Costume and Set Design from 2 (Fri) to 4(Sun) March 2007 at
KLPac. Two renowned Japanese specialists in theatre, Mr.
Sugiyama ltaru and Ms. Hatano Kazue, were invited as
instructors for the three-day program. Mr. Sugiyama graduated
from College of Liberal Arts, International Christian University,
Japan and also the person in-charge of set design for Seinendan
Company, who came to Kuala Lumpur under The Japan
Foundation program last year to perform "Tokyo Notes". In 2006,
he won the Best Scenography Award at International
Experimental Thealtre Festival in Cairo for his works on
"Rutsubo”. While Ms. Hatano, who graduated from Waseda
University, is also one of Japan's most sought afier theatre
designers for set and costume. She is the founder of Society of
Japanese Theatre Designers (1991) and actively involving in
theatre works inside and outside Japan. She had also worked
with John Bury (Head of Design) at the Royal National Theatre in
London and winner of numerous local and international awards.

There were 30 participants with various backgrounds - from
freelancers, students and lecturers to filmmakers and designers -
who had been selected from the public. The workshop mainly
focused on costume and set design and the participants were
exposed to the world of performing arts from the body to the
atmosphere, not only by cbservation, but also by mobilizing
various feelings and senses. Participants had the opportunity to
explore the concept of design under certain keywords,
understand the concept of "place” and "space", and were asked
to sketch them at the end of the three-day workshop. Most of the
participants were excited to experience the feeling of "being on
stage" as they were required to create a performance based an
certain themes and concepts that were learnt throughout the
workshop. Workshop was done, not only indoor, but also with
outdoor activities including finding spaces, objects and materials.

Based on the response from the participants, the workshop had
succeed to become an "eye opener" for a new approach and
idea in designing set and costume for performance, not only in
theatres, but also films and education at schools. They really
enjoyed the sessions and had a good communication with the
two instructors from Japan, which might create a broader
network in the world of performing arts for both countries.

Games, Anime, Comic Circle "07
By Chan Loo Mun

Building on the success of it's inaugural event last year, this
year's GACC, abbreviation for Games, Anime and Comic Circle,
organized by EMINA MMU Malacca Campus, had been
expanded to a two-day affair. Furthermore, it is a milestone for
the Malaysian ACG event with the appearance of a well known
Japanese seiyuu (voice actor), Mr Toru Furuya, best known for
his roles as Amuro Ray (Gundam) and Tuxedo Mask
(Sailormoon).

With planning started as early as in August 2006, we were
confident that we would be able to make GACC '07 even better
than before thus the committees embarked on the idea of the

invitation of a seiyuu, undeniably a dream for all ACG (Anime, Comic, Games) fans in Malaysia. Realising this
dream had never been easy, especially when it was not fully supported by all the committees due to the low
possibility of success. For those who still hold onto faith, it had been indeed an uphill struggle. Yet, with
relentless passion and a tint of luck, we achieved the impassible.

The blessing came when JFKL (The Japan Foundation, Kuala Lumpur) would be willing o cover the expenses
of the appearance of seiyuu. The days were spent waiting anxiously for replies. It had been a joyous and
wonderous moment when Aoni Production, a Japanese Seiyuu company, was interested in our invitation. We
could not believe our ears when we had gotten a nod from Mr. Toru Furuya to our event.

With the days approaching, we were literally challenged with problems from each possible aspect: venue,
sponsorship, vendors, manpower and etc. What pulled us through was the ever ready support given to us from
our friends, family members and most importantly the belief we had from others in us. Luckily, everything went
well and preparation of venue was a breeze as compared to previous year.

At the struck of 10 in the morning of 17th March 2007, we opened our doors to welcome the visitors. The
admission to GACC is free and early birds are treated to goodies sponsored by Animax and Game Flier,
complete with GACC event booklet.

The Opening Ceremony started with a bang having a band performance led by the President of EMINA, Kheirul
Aizat with the song 'Rewrite' from Full Metal Alchemist. Then there were speeches by Kheirul Aizat, President of
EMINA and also Yeow Li Sa, the Event Director. The event was officiated by the Muliimedia University Assistant
Director of Student Affairs and Sports Division, Mr. Syukor Hashim, followed by a video presentation created by
GACC committee. Other VIPs of the event were Mr. Shimada Seiya, Head Cultural Affairs Department
accompanied by Mr. Muhammad Hafiz bin Othman, program officer of the JFKL. During the second day of the
event, we were graced by the presence of Mr Shimoyama Masaya, Director of the Japan Foundation Kuala
Lumpur.

The turnout of the event was more than encouraging that by noon, the hall was jam-packed with people bustling
about taking photographs, trying out games, browsing out merchandise booths and gearing up for respective
competitions. Many visitors were also seen dressing up into characters from various games, manga and anime.
Emcee of the event, Alfred also lived up to the expectation of entertaining the crowd every now and then,
bringing the crowd ta enjoy the event. &

This year, GACC had once again successfully blended all the three elements, Anime, Comic and Games onto

the menu and served it to the crowd of over 3000 visitors during this two-day event, mostly from KL and some
from as far Singapore.

Seiyuu Appearance

The main attraction for our event this year was the appearance of our special guest of honour, Mr. Toru Furuya. -

His appearance in our event marked the first appearance of seiyuu in South East Asia. The venue was =
jam-packed with visitors and Mr. Toru Furuya entertained them with much enthusiasm, making the crowd
wanting for
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>=> from previous page
more! First off was the talk show where he shared his experience as a seiyuu and also answered some
question posed by selected fans which he finds it tricky. The 5 lucky fans even have the opportunity to take a
picture with him on stage. Besides, it is very lucky for Malaysian fans that Mr. Toru Furuya willingly performed
voice acting LIVE in GACC.

One of the special treats the committee arranged for him is an exclusive trip around Melaka and also a taste of
all the famous culinary delights in Malaysia. His first impression of Malaysia is that it is extremely hot. As for his
opinion on the food, 'Spicy but sedap!" All in all, he was glad that he was able to come to Malaysia and at the
end of the day he assured that there would further opportunities for other seiyuus to come over to Malaysia
ACG event.

Overall

There was a vast improvement as compared fo last year event since the arganizing committees had erudite in
coordination with the preparation of task list and check list prior to the event. Though there were some technical
glitches throughout the event, everything was able to proceed smoothly without much interference following on
the tight schedule. The visitors suggested bigger venue, better air-conditioning (the hall was too packed till it
was hot), more vendors and Doujins, and more seiyuus or maybe comic artists coming next time. In conclusion,
the crowd were satisfied with GACC and wanted more.

Organising GACC '07 has been a long winding journey for the committees and what really pays off is when we
see the satisfactory and content smile on each visitors faces. Thus, we would like to express our gratitude to
JFKL, all sponsors as well as everyone for supporting GACC throughout the way.

Notice for Closure e :

Please be informed that JFKL office and library will be closed on the following day:-

1 May 2007 (Tue} - Labour Day & Wesak Day
2 May 2007 (Wed) - Replacement of Wesak Day

JAPARFCUNDATION

"TEMAN BARL" is distributed to JFKL members.
JFKL membership Is available upon application. Membership fee is RM10 per year. TSSN 1394-3L48

JALAN AMPARNG

The Japan Foundation, Kuala Lumpur (JFKL)

Suite 30.01, Level 30, Menara Citibank, 185, Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: (03) 2161 2104 Fax: (03) 2161 2344 g
Homepage: hitp:/Awwwe.jikl.org.my E-mail: jpec @jfkl.org.my
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